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Reinventing a brand

“It was interesting from the beginning that even though the brand had fallen on hard times, no one really
thought about that or knew about that in the market place,” Hoopes said. "Maost people would say, "Yeah, |
remember Liparita, they made good wines. What ever happened to them? ‘To reintroduce the brand, we
wanted to take it back to it original roots at the ghost winery, Liparita and the old label.”

After digging through historical documents, the team found the original Liparita label, which served as
inspiration for the new label, right down to the center design touting “Grand Prize - Paris 1900." The chief
difference? In 1900, the label proclaimed. *Pure California wine™ and “St. Helena, Napa County.” Today, it's
“Pure Napa Valley Wine,” and “Mapa, Calif.”

All the work came together with the release last summer of their first vintage, the 2006 wines.

Hoopes said the other challengers were “all difficult enough and with the added trauma of the terible
economy in 2009, wow, that was tough.”

Mast distributors were not taking on new brands, Hoopes said, and “retailers did not want to bring in new
wines. It has been very difficult, and the secret to getting the wine placed is hard work and lots of it.”

It is paying off, slow as it is, but the quality of the wines is making it possible. Without the super high
quality at a reasonable price, it would be impossible. But things are definitely looking much better today.”

The wine is in the tasting room at the Napa Wine Company in Oakville. The bottle price for the 2006 Stags
Leap cab is $45; and for the Oakville cab, $55.

Liparita wines

Long-time Napa Valley wine guy Spencer Hoopes, far left, — with the help of winemaker Jason
Fisher, top, Vice President of sales John Healy, second fiom left, Vice President of Distributor
Relations Brian Bowman, far right, as well as Dante the dog — has revived the century-old Liparita

Liparita wine bottles

The 2006 editions of Liparita's Oakvile and Stags Leap District Cabemet Sauvignon. Jorgen
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